
U.S. Army Military History Institute       POW-Civil War 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
9 May 2012 
 
 
 

RICHMOND, VA, PRISONS (1861-65) 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources.....p.1 
Belle Island Prison....p.2 
Libby Prison 
-General Sources Accounts....p.2 
-Personal Narratives....p.3 
-Escape of Feb 1864....p.5 
-Prisoner's Wife....p.6 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Bixby, O.H.  Incidents in Dixie; Being Ten Months' Experience of a Union Soldier in the Military 

Prisons of Richmond, N. Orleans and Salisbury.  Baltimore:  Young, 1864.  89 p.  E611.B6. 
 
Casstevens, Frances H.  George W. Alexander and Castle Thunder:  A Confederate Prison and Its 

Commandant.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland & Co., 2004.  271 p.  E612.C34.C37. 
 
Crossly, William J.  Extracts from My Diary, and from My Experiences While Boarding With Jefferson 

Davis, in Three of His Notorious Hotels, in Richmond, VA., Tusculoosa, Ala., and Salisbury, 
N.C., from July 1861, to June 1862.  Providence, RI:  The Society, 1903.  49 p.  
E464.R47ser6no4. 

 
Darby, George W.  Incidents and Adventures in Rebeldom, Libby, Belle-Isle, Salisbury.  Pittsburgh, PA: 

Rawsthorne, 1899.  228 p.  E611.D21. 
 
Harris, William C.  Prison-life in the Tobacco Warehouse at Richmond  Phila:  Childs, 1862.  175 p. 

E612.L7.H3. 
 
Jeffrey, William H.  Richmond Prisons, 1861-62.  St. Johnsbury, VT:  Republican, 1893.  271 p. 

E612.L7.J4. 
 
Lanman, Charles, editor.  Journal of Alfred Ely, A Prisoner of War in Richmond.  NY:  Appleton, 1862. 

359 p.  E612.L7.E5. 



Richmond Prisons          p.2 
 
Parker, Sandra V.  Richmond's Civil War Prisons.  Lynchburg, A:  Howard, 1990.  101 p.  E612.R6.P37. 
 
Ryan, David D.  Cornbread and Maggots—Cloak and Dagger:  Union Prisoners and Spies in Civil War 

Richmond.  Richmond, VA:  Dietz, 1994.  207 p.  E612.R6.R92. 
 
Tobie, Edward P.  A Trip to Richmond as Prisoner of War.  Providence, RI:  Rider, 1879.  48 p. 

E464.R47ser1no6. 
 
 
 
 
BELLE ISLE PRISON 
 
Boggs, Samuel S.  Eighteen Months a Prisoner Under the Rebel Flag: A Condensed Pen-Picture of 

Belle Isle, Danville, Andersonville, Charleston, Florence and Libby Prisons from Actual 
Experience.  Lovington, IL:  The Author, 1887.  96 p.  E611.B67. 

 
Dowling, Morgan E.  Southern Prisons:  Or, Josie, the Heroine of Florence; Four Years of Battle and 

Imprisonment; Richmond, Atlanta, Belle Isle, Andersonville and Florence, A Complete History 
of All Southern Prisons....  Detroit:  Graham, 1870.  506 p.  E611.D74. 

 
Dufur, Simon M.  Over the Dead Line:  Or, Tracked by Blood-Hounds; Giving the Author's Personal 

Experience During Eleven Months That he was Confined in Pemberton, Libby, Belle Island, 
Andersonville, Ga., and Florence, S.C., as a Prisoner of War....  Burlington, VT:  Free Press, 
1902.  283 p.  E611.B86. 

 
Helm, Joseph C.  "Prison Life at Belle Isle."  n.p., n.d.  pp. 47-59  E612.B3.H44. 
 
Hesseltine, William B.  Civil War Prisons:  A Study in War Psychology.  NY:  Ungar, 1930 & 1964. 

289 p.  E611.H453. 
See esp Chap VI. 

 
Sanderson, James M.  My Record in Rebeldom, as Written by Friend and Foe.  NY:  Tibell, 1865.  160 p. 

UB873.S2. 
 
 
 
 
LIBBY PRISON-General Sources 
 
Adelman, Garry E., Gorman, Michael D., & Richter, John J.  99 Historic Images of Richmond Civil War 

Sites.  Gettysburg, PA:  Center for Civil War Photography, 2005.  32 p.  E581.97.R5.A34. 
 
Booth, B.F., & Meyer, Steve.  Dark Days of the Rebellion:  Life in Southern Military Prisons. 

Garrison, IA:  Meyer, 1996.  261p.  E611.B66. 



Richmond Prisons          p.3 
 
Brown, Daniel P.  The Tragedy of Libby and Andersonville Prison Camps.  Ventura, CA:  Golden West, 

1980.  76 p.  E612.L6.B7. 
 
Casey, James B., editor.  Libby Prison:  Autograph Book:  January-February 1984.  Salt Lake City, UT: 

UT Genealogical Assn, 1984.  57 p.  E612.L6.L67. 
 
Catalogue and Program, Libby Prison War Museum.  Chicago:  Libby Prison War Museum Assn, 

n.d.  34 p.  E612.L6.L68. 
 
Fischer, Benjamin F.  Papers.  2 Boxes.  Arch. 

Correspondence, biography, and miscellaneous items cover his Civil War service with 
the Signal Corps; captured & escaped from Libby prison, 1863-64. 

 
Hesseltine, William B.  Civil War Prisons:  A Study in War Psychology, cited above.  290 p.  

E611.H453. 
See esp Chap VI. 

 
Klee, Bruce.  “They Paid to Enter Libby Prison.”  Civil War Times Illustrated  (Feb 1999):  pp. 32-38. 

Per. 
Post-war relocation of prison to Chicago as a tourist attraction. 

 
Leonard, Albert Charles.  The Boys in Blue of 1861-65:  A Condensed History Worth Preserving. 

Lancaster, PA:  Leonard, 1904.  79 p.  E611.L58. 
 
Sweet, A. Porter S.  "From Libby to Liberty."  Military Review  (Apr 1971):  pp. 63-70.  Per. 
 
Warnes, Kathy.  "Escape from Libby."  America's Civil War  (Jan 1994):  pp. 54-60.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
LIBBY PRISON-Personal Narratives 
 
Burrage, Henry S.  Some Added Facts Concerning My Capture....   Paper read before MOLLUS, Maine 

Commandery, 1888?  19 p.  E611.B8. 
 
Byers, Samuel H.  What I Saw in Dixie:  Or, Sixteen Months in Rebel Prisons.  Dansville, NY: 

Robbins & Poore, 1868.  126 p.  E611.B99. 
 
Cavada, F.F.  Libby Life:  Experiences of a Prisoner of War in Richmond, VA, 1863-64.  Phila: 

Lippincott, 1865.  221 p.  E612.L6.C37. 
114th Pennsylvania. 

 
Corcoran, Michael.  The Captivity of General Corcoran.  Phila:  Barclay, 1865.  100 p.  E611.C793. 
 
Davidson, Henry M.  Fourteen Months in Southern Prisons....  Milwaukee, WI:  Daily Wisconsin 

Printing, 1865.  393 p.  E611.D25. 



Richmond Prisons          p.4 
 
DiCesnola, Louis Palma.  Ten Months in Libby Prison.  n.p., 1865.  7 p.  E612.L6.D52. 
 
Domschcke, Bernhard.  Twenty Months in Captivity:  Memoirs of a Union Officer in Confederate 

Prisons.  [Translated and edited by Frederic Trautmann]  Rutherford, NJ:  Fairleigh Dickinson, 
1987.  175 p.  E611.D6713. 

26th Wisconsin, captured at Gettysburg. 
 
Dougherty, Michael.  Diary of a Civil War Hero.  NY:  Pyramid, 1960.  128 p.  E611.D72. 

Originally published in 1903, as Prison Diary of Michael Dougherty. 
 
Drake, James Madison.  Fast and Loose in Dixie:  An Unprejudiced Narrative of Personal Experience as 

a Prisoner of War at Libby, Macon, Savannah and Charleston.  NY:  Authors Pub, 1880.  310 p.  
E611D.76. 

 
Estabrooks, Henry L.  Adrift in Dixie, Or, A Yankee Officer among the Rebels.  NY:  Carleton, 1866.   

224 p.  E601.E87. 
 
Fosdick, Charles.  Five Hundred Days in Rebel Prisons.  Chicago:  Chicago Electrotype & Stereotype, 

1887.  132 p.  E611.F742. 
 
Godfrey, C.E.  Sketch of Major Henry Washington Sawyer, First Regiment Cavalry, New Jersey 

Volunteers:  A Union Soldier and Prisoners of War in Libby Prison Under Sentence of Death. 
Trenton, NJ:  MacCrellish & Quigley, 1907.  11 p.  E612.L6.S2. 

 
Hamilton, Andrew G.  Story of the Famous Tunnel Escape from Libby Prison.  Chicago:  Ransom, 1895. 

10 p.  E612.L6.H35. 
 
Helwig, Simon.  The Capture and Prison Life in Rebeldom for Fourteen Months of Simon Helwig, Late 

Private Co. F. 51st O.V.I.  Canal Dover, OH:  Bixler, n.d.  50 p.  E611.H39. 
 
Johnston, Isaac N.  Four Months in Libby, and the Campaign Against Atlanta.  Cincinnati, OH: 

Methodist, 1864.  191 p.  E612.L6.J7. 
Escaped and ultimately returned to his unit, the 6th Kentucky Infantry. 

 
Kelley, Daniel G.  What I Saw and Suffered in Rebel Prisons.  Buffalo:  Thomas, Howard & Johnson, 

1868.  86 p.  E611.K3.  
 
Lewis, John W.  "Libby."  Paper No 61 of MOLLUS, DC Commandery, War Papers.  Various pubs, 

various dates.  E464.M54. 
 
_____.  Paper No 10 of Michigan Commandery, War Papers Read Before the....  Vol. I.  Detroit, MI: 

Winn & Hammond, 1893.  E464.W354. 
 
Merrell, William H.  Five Months in Rebeldom; Or Notes from the Diary of a Bull Run Prisoner at 

Richmond.  Rochester, NY:  Adams & Dabney, 1862.  64 p.  E612.L7.M5. 
27th New York. 



Richmond Prisons          p.5 
 
Moran, Frank E.  Bastiles of the Confederacy:  A Reply to Jefferson Davis.  Baltimore:  The Author, 

1890.  201 p.  E611.M82. 
73rd New York. 

 
Peele, Margaret W., ed.  Letters from Libby Prison...Frederick A. Bartleson...100th Illinois Volunteers. 

NY:  Greenwich, 1956.  95 p.  E612.L6.B3. 
 
Prutsman, Christian M.  A Soldier's Experience in Southern Prisons: A Graphic Description of the 

Author's Experiences in Various Southern Prisons.  NY:  Kellogg, 1901.  80 p.  E611.P78. 
 
Putnam, George H.  A Prisoner of War in Virginia, 1864-65.  NY:   Putnam's, 1912.  104 p.  E611.P98. 

178th New York. 
 
Sabre, Gilbert E.  Nineteen Months a Prisoner of War.  NY:  American News, 1865.  207 p.  E611.S11. 

2nd Rhode Island. 
 
Sprague, Homer B.  Lights and Shadows in Confederate Prisons:  A Personal Experience, 1861-65. 

NY:  Putnam's, 1915.  163 p.  E611.S76. 
 
Szabad, Emeric.  The Libby Prison Diary of Colonel…  Toronto, Canada:  Stephen Beszedits, 1999. 

112 p.  E612.L6.B47. 
 
Turner, William D.  Some War-Time Recollections:  The Story of a Confederate Officer Who Was at 

First One of Those in Charge of and Later a Captive in Libby Prison.  n.p., n.d.  pp. 619-631.  
E612.L6.T8. 

 
Urban, John W.  Battle Field and Prison Pen, Or Through the War, and Thrice a Prisoner in Rebel 

Dungeons.  Phila:  Hubbard, 1882.  486 p.  E601.U7. 
 
_____.  My Experiences Mid Shot and Shell and in Rebel Den, A Graphic Recital of Personal 

Experiences Throughout the Entire Civil War....  Lancaster, PA:  the Author, 1882.  633 p.  
E601.U72. 

 
 
 
 
LIBBY PRISON-Escape, Feb 1864 
 
Cesnola, Louis Palma di.  Ten Months in Libby Prison.  Phila:   n.p., 1865.  p. 5.  E612.L6.C43. 
 
Famous Adventures and Prison Escapes of the Civil War.  NY:  Century, 1888.  338p.  E464.F35. 
 
Fernald, C.O.  "Life in Libby."  The Maine Bugle  I (Jul 1894):   pp. 232-37.  E511.4.M352. 



Richmond Prisons          p.6 
 
Glazier, Willard W.  The Capture, the Prison Pen, and the Escape, Giving a Complete History of Prison 

Life in the South....  Hartford, CT:  Goodwin, 1868.  pp. 79-89.  E611.G55. 
 
Hamilton, A.G.  Story of the Famous Tunnel Escape From Libby Prison.  Chicago:  Ranson, 1895.  13 p. 

E612.L6.H35. 
 
Moran, Frank E.  "Escape from Libby Prison."  Civil War Times Illustrated  (Oct & Nov 1970): 

pp. 28-39 & 38-43.  Per. 
109 prisoners attempt to flee, Feb 1864. 

 
Morgan, Michael.  “Breakout From Rat Hell.”  Civil War Times Illustrated  (Oct 2001):  pp. 28-37.  Per. 
 
Peele, Margaret W.  Letters from Libby Prison…Bartleson..., cited above,  pp. 34-45.  E612.L6.B3. 
 
Roach, Alva C.  The Prisoner of War and How Treated....  Indianapolis, IN:  Railroad City, 1865. 

pp. 98-118.  E611.R62. 
 
Smith, Steven T.  “The Great Libby Prison Breakout.”  Civil War Times  (Aug 2010):  pp. 46-53.  Per. 
 
Wheelan, Joseph.  Libby Prison Breakout:  The Daring Escape from the Notorious Civil War Prison. 

NY:  PublicAffairs, 2010.  282 p.  E612.L6.W44. 
 
Wyman, Lillie Buffum Chase.  A Grand Army Man of Rhode Island. Newton, RI:  The Graphic Press, 

1925.  pp. 28-29.  E612.L6.W9. 
 
 
 
 
LIBBY PRISON-Prisoner’s Wife 
 
While incarcerated in Libby, MG James B. Ricketts was accompanied by his wife Fanny.  See: 
 
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War.  Vol. 1.  NY:  Yoseloff, 1956.  pp. 188-90.  E470.B346v1. 
 
Bond, Marshall, editor.  "A Yankee Prisoner's Wife:  The Indomitable Mrs. Rickets."  Civil War Times 

Illustrated  (Nov 1982):  pp. 20-21.  Per. 
 
Cullum, George W.  Biographical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the U.S. Military 

Academy....  Vol. 2.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1891.  pp. 1-6.  U410.H5. 
 
Lanman, Charles, editor.  Journal of Alfred Ely, A Prisoner of War in Richmond.  NY:  Appleton, 1862. 

pp. 110 & 214-15.  E612.L7.E3. 
 
Merrill, W.H.  Five Months in Rebeldom:  Or, Notes from the Diary of a Bull Run Prisoner.  Rochester, 

NY:  Adams & Dabney, 1862.  p. 21.  E612.L7.M5. 



Richmond Prisons          p.7 
 
Moore, Frank.  Women of the War:  Their Heroism and Self-Sacrifice. Hartford, CT:  Scranton, 1867. 

pp. 17-35.  E628.M62. 
 
Warner, Ezra J.  Generals in Blue:  Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge:  LSU, 1964. 

pp. 403-04 & 654.  E467.W29. 


	CONTENTS

